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Chernisheff. He and his assistants were men of gigantic abilities and 
of gigantic vices. Whatever success was gained was due in large 
measure to their abilities; whatever failure came was due in an even 
greater measure to their vices. It is true that Katherine used the best 
instruments she had, and that White Russia suffered in no greater 
degree than did the rest of Russia from the shortcomings of its rulers 

A grave danger in writing Russian history is that of depending too 
fully upon state papers, and upon the letters and the memorials of the 
parties interested. But Lehtonen has guarded carefully against falling 
into this error. Though he builds upon the letters, instructions and 
memorials of the principal actors, he does not neglect the accounts of 
travellers and the memoirs and letters of people not directly interested 
in the government. In these he finds material which leads him to 
modify conclusions which follow from the reading of the state papers 
only. He weighs the differing views carefully and judicially, and comes 
to his own conclusions. 

An excellent bibliography of the principal secondary books on the 
subject is affixed to the work. Ralph C. H. Catterall. 

Taine, Historien de la Revolution Frangaise. Par A. Aulard, Pro- 
fesseur a la Faculte des Lettres de l'Universite de Paris. (Paris : 
Armand Colin. 1907. Pp. xi, 333.) 

This volume is a reprint of the articles that appeared in the Revo- 
lution Francaise in the years 1906 and 1907. The addition of a Con- 
clusion gives a finish to the book that one missed in the articles, and 
sums up the results of the investigation touching the value of Taine's 
Origines, or at least the first four volumes of that work, as a history of 
the French Revolution. 

To a few specialists upon the French Revolution, it has for a long 
time been no secret that Taine enjoyed a reputation that he did not 
deserve, but even to those who knew from personal investigation the 
worthlessness of this famous work in some detail, the revelations of 
Aulard concerning its general worthlessness as a history will come with 
something of a shock. Aulard's volume is one of the most exhaustive 
and destructive pieces of historical criticism that, to my knowledge, has 
been produced upon the period of the French Revolution. Probably no 
living man but Aulard was capable of writing it. His knowledge of 
the sources, both printed and manuscript, is so extensive, his mastery 
of the established facts and their meaning so great that the task of criti- 
cizing Taine's work presented but one serious problem, namely, how to 
formulate the results of the investigation. 

After an introductory chapter in which Taine's early career as a 
writer, his credulous and uncritical temper and the circumstances under 
which he conceived and executed his project of writing a history of the 
Revolution are described — mostly from Taine's own letters and jour- 
nals — Aulard examines the four volumes, chapter by chapter, treating 
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the questions of investigation, criticism and synthesis in a masterly 
manner. The criticism though is so destructive that before the task 
is half done one feels inclined to call a halt out of pity for the 
victim. It is a reflection upon historical scholarship, both in Europe 
and in this country, that a work of this uncritical character should have 
acquired and maintained so long the reputation that it enjoys to-day 
even among historians. The explanation is probably found in the fact 
that Taine deceived himself before he deceived others. He had the 
poorest kind of natural equipment for historical work, being credulous 
to a degree that is seldom encountered in a man of his reputation, and 
the situation was rendered even worse by the lack of all scientific train- 
ing in historical research and historical criticism. The temerity with 
which he plunged into his work, the brief period of time devoted to 
his investigations for the various volumes, are almost inconceivable. 
Aulard's ruthless criticism shows that his investigations in the archives 
were almost farcical. Out of hundreds of cartons, in a series, he exam- 
ined but one or two, here and there; of the thousand or more (1777) 
of documents in a certain series, one of the most important for his work, 
he consulted but twenty-six. Of the printed sources, he used chiefly 
the memoires and the letters of foreigners, for the most part hostile 
to the Revolution. Of the great mass of newspapers, he made use only 
of the Moniteur and the Mercure. He seems to have been unacquainted 
with the proces-verbaux of the assemblies. Not only is his documenta- 
tion pitifully meagre, but he uses his sources in the most uncritical 
manner. " The document did not talk to him, but he talked to the 
document all the time." Inexact references, inexact and garbled quota- 
tions, statements of fact based solely on a worthless affirmation of a 
contemporary writer, generalizations based upon evidence limited in 
quantity and of questionable value, a synthesis that knows neither time 
nor place, but constructs a mosaic from material drawn from different 
regions and different ages, that leaves out of account such an all impor- 
tant fact as the revolutionary wars, these are the defects of Taine's 
monumental work that are demonstrated by Aulard in over three hun- 
dred pages of detailed criticism. One closes the book with a feeling 
of profound respect for Aulard's critical scholarship and of regret that 
he should have been compelled to devote so much of his time to such 
negative work. Fred Morrow Fling _ 

Napoleon. A History of the Art of War, from the Beginning of 
the French Revolution to the End of the Eighteenth Century, 
•with a Detailed Account of the Wars of the French Revolution. 
In four volumes. Volumes III. and IV. By Theodore Ayrault 
Dodge, U. S. A. (Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Company. 1907. Pp. xv, 747; ix, 808.) 
The last two volumes of Colonel Dodge's Napoleon are a distinct 



